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Ear Friends, whom I deatly love, and not I only, but 
the Lord alſo, you are beloved of the Lord, though you 
be hated of the world, and though you be attended with ma- 
ny Temptations, and Tryals within and without, the Lord 
doth ſypport your (pirleapd reacheth forth of his verme and 
pavver unto you, both to enable and refreſh you, 80 bear 
you above the ſpiric of che world, that it may neither vvicth- 
in nor vvithouc prevail againft ous or overcome you, for 
it is by the povver of the Lord you ftand md are up- 
held, and he hath cvvned you, and joyned himſelf ſpiritue 
ally vvith you, vyBo is pleaſed to helpyou upon every oc» 
ach and rake part vvith you, to manifeft hls povver, 
vertue, and vviſdome unto you, povver to ſuftain, 
caſe, help, and deliver you, wiſdome to teach and inftrut 
you, __ to Forma mu en—_ Jaws gon, may be 
4cquainged with him, depend upon hi e glory un- 
4h 7 and fince he bath manifeſted his love uno gn 
ſhed jt abroad vvithin you, have you not both des 
jefted and comforted ? dejeted by the buffetings of Satan, 
and comforted by the Revivings, Refreſhings, Encourage» 
ments,, and pourings forth of the Love, Vertue, and Spirig 
of Gcd In and amongſt you; if the Lord have either vvith» 


from you, and the appearance and pouriugs 
in —_ did enliven, caſe, comfore, open, 
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ſo that forrovy and fighing 7 avvay, and the joyes of 
heaven were manifeſted "tn you, and reached unto you z 
then was you filled with praiſes, and could aſcend over 
all ſorrows and troubles in pure thankſgivings, and 
glory to the Cod of your mercies and manifold delive- 
rances. 

-Oh ! my dear friends, you have had many troubles, and 
alſo many deliverances, fo that you bave not been kils 
led, and overwhelmed with ſorrows, 'and Satans buffer- 
tings, though you have been ſore firuck at without as well 
as within, but are yet kept alive in the principle and ſpirle 
of God, thereln to appear for him, and glve glory unto 
him ; that rags of Truth and Righteouſnefſe which 
God hath manitefted and given unto you, hath mer wich 
many oppoſitions within you y, and ſince you received the 
dame, and were poſſeſſors thereof, you have been oppoſed 
for ics ſake, and becauſe Satan could not kill chat good 
thing within yon ( that God hath manifeſted and given un- 
to you ) he hath firuck ſorely at you, for if be could but che 
ther by his flatteries or rhreatniogs, diſpoſlefle on of that 
principle and ſpirit which God hath poſſeſſed you wick- 
all, co keep your hearts, ſouls, and Conſciences cloſe to 
the Lord, and for his ſervice, and prayes in his own way of 
appointment, then would perſecutions and banifhments be 
at an end, for the cauſe of God, as aforeſaid, but becauſe 
you cannot be baniſhed and driven by the ſpirit of the 
world from the principle and ſpirit of and his 
wore and worſhip, intothe ſpirit and way of the world , 

the worſhip thereof, you are threatned with banifhmenc 
from your Native Countrey and outward Relations; But 
as you abide true and faithful co the Lord, ' they cannot 
baniſh, or drive you from the preſence of the Lord, for the 
earth is che Lords, and the fulneſſe thereof, and if the 
Lord ſuffer them co baniſh any of you, ic will be for good 
you are his, and he is yours; he hath owned you for his peos 

e, and ſignified unto you that he is your God; ou have 

many teſtimonies of bis love, and refreſhings from his 
own preſence, to engage your hearts 30 him, and to carry 
you 
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you forth after, to door SIN fr him : he was with his 

[ſrael when they wens over the ſea, and in the wil- 
dernefſe alſo, and did both preſerve them and prepare a table 
for them, and be knows what is beſt for his people, and 
which way to bring moſt glory to his name, and comfort to 
them ; and therefore it is good to be with the Lord, where- 
ever he would have us to be, and to commit our cauſeto him, 
whoſe care is over us, and whoſe love is 0 greatly mani- 
felied unto us, So to the Lord I cowmic and commend 
wu with my ſelf and the _ flock and family of 

to be kept by his power, #1 in Covenane 
ue diſpoſed bd earn yer 
good. And my dear love AY lfunzo you ia a pure 
remembrance, from that ſpiris and power which hath bes 
got usumto it ſelf, and bound us wo ie, 
in another to live and walk —_— in the ge my the 
flock, and to lye down on oe. AS EOS IE 

meets as noon day; and th 
dwelc in che baſb, when the buſh w oo was ROt 
burnt, be with you all, Farewell. 


South Leverton in Yours, as you are 
Nottinghamſhire, this ſixth the Lords, 
day of the niath Month 2664. 
Richard F argeſworth, 


(4) 


wy _—_— —< I ww. a 
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Eac friends and brethren, called of, and garhered in the 
name of the Lord Jeſus Chrilt, which is the word, 

the light, and che life, whereby we and all men were 
Inlightned, that we might ſee: our deformity, and be made 
ſenfible what glory, dignity, and felicity we loft, by degene« 
rating from the law of the life of the Creator, and not 'only'fo,' 
bar in the ſame lighe ; God hath given us again the knowledg 
of bis glory, vertue, and power, that by the operation thereof 
through fairh, we might be reformed, or created anew, rege- 
nerated, reſtored, and eſtabliſhed in the iazzge and glory of 
God, wherein man was formed at firſt by the wordof God, 
which hath bren che principal ching preficd unto by all the 
Prophets, Apoftles, and righteous men, which have ſerved 
God in their generation, and been witneſſes of his good will 
towards men, who gave his eternal Son a ranſome for all, 
and to enlighten all,as the ſpirit of God now in due time hath 
teſtified unto us, which is an evident token that God hath-noe 
appointed us to wrath, t ut toobtain ſalvation, and through 
regeneration to become heirs of a kingdome that cannot be 
ſh.ken, which ſtands in righteoulneſſe, peace, and joy in the 
boly ſpiric, wherein yee that are+ faithful have an acceſs to 
God, and do enjoy fweet inyard communion with him, whoſe 
tabernacle is with us, and whoſe bounty towards us bath 
been exceeding great, and his goodnefle infinite, of which I 
cannot but declare a licele, that poſterity may know there is 
mercy with him, that he may be feared; for In long-ſuffering 
he bore che infiemities of oa youth, and in' mercy paſſed by 
the fins of former ignorance z hedidalſo quicken us whert we 
were dead, and opened our eyes that we might fee, and our 
cars ihat we might hear ; when compaſſion moved him to pi- 
ty us in the day of our weariſome —_—— he r:(Rored us 
a path to dw«ll in, wherein he hath guided us by the skilful- 
netſe of his hands, and chaſiiſed us when we have turned aſide, 
bus Toving kindneſſe and mercy he hath not taken away from 


u7,bue opened his car unto our cry; when we were little he car» 
tied 
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ried u$in his arms, and in our travels and trials he hath ſupported 
us, When -cemptations have overtaken us, and rhe enemy compal» 
ſed us abour on every fide he harh pitied our weaknefle,and fir. ech- 
ed our his hand co deliver us by his power, we have been plucked 
out of che mire and clay,and our fzer ſer upon a rock, ourot which 
clean water hach lowed, both ro waſh and refreſh us, Theretore | 
will praiſe the Lord wich my whole: heart, and aſcribe glory and 
honour- unto the molt highzfor.his work is perfe&and his love 1m- 
meaſurable to his children, he hath given people for our life , and 
will not ſpare Nations for our ranſom z they which have digged a 
pit, have fallen therein, and they which do lay ſnares for the inno» 
cen ſhalt be taken therein, as our eyes have ſeen, and our fuhers 
have cold us,wherefore ler us hope in the Lord as long as we live, 
for rhough he doth now, and hath often ſuffered usro b: diftreſled, 
yet have we not been, nor ate forſaken, and though we have been 
ſometimes caſt down, yet have we not been defiroyed, becaufeun- 
der us have been the everlaſting arm cf our God , who every way 
bo _ With us as a father wich his children in whom he de- 
lighcerh, 
Therefore dear friends,as we have caſted that God is gracious,ler 

us take heed unto the grace which be hach given ugzand not decline 
from the way that he choſe for us in the day of our fimplicicy , bur 
bow our ears tothe inftruRtion of life, char we may be cender 
rowatds God out of the c ions of rhis world,and: d is 
of fin which in ancient rime did grieve Gods good ſpirit, and pro- 
voke him tobe wroth with his inhericance ; wherefore ler us hotd 
faſt the myſtery of faith ina pure conſcience, and paſle the time of 
our ſojourning here in Gods fear, waiting for the fulfilling of tbeſe 
very precious promiſes , which weave received, thatwe mag be 
partakers of che'divime-natute, and thereby do:rhe rhings-contain- 
ed'in th2 royal Law of our Lord, ſo ſhall we ttand/ juftichd , when 
the ſecrers of men ſhall be manifelt, and judged with his light,and: 
every man feel in himſelf the reward of his works, whether they be 
good or evilyfor in'them rhar have done evil (hall the. wrarhy of 
burts like devouring fire, burn them that have done: good 
thall divine joy arid con(blacionariſe'from che wel-ipring of Gods 
everlaſting love, (otheſe things bearing a weighc upen my hearc, 
I-judgedix my duty ro ſtir ye up by way of remembrance ; for che 
| Joy. 
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joy that is ſet before you to endure the croſle , and defpiſe the 
ſhame, commitcing your ſelves wholly to the Lord in well-doing, 
chat he may keep your minds ſtable in che love of the cruth , cill ye 
come to receive a full reward for every labour of love, and for all 
ſufferings that ye have und-rgone for the Lords ſake. And deare 
hearts, though I am perſwaded that divers of you know. theſe 
chings, and are eſtabliſhed in the preſenc truth, yer whileſt we dwell 
in Tabernacles of clay, and are ſubjeR to be tempted, the love of 
God conſtrains me to communicate that which I have received 
for your good and preſervation, deftring that ye alſo in the ſame 
love may ſeek to preſerve one another, and admoniſh , exhorc 
and ſtir up that which is good in one another, ſo much che more 
as we know the true light ſhinerh, and hath manifeſt the chings 


belonging to our peace, confidering chat: ye muſt give an account, 


ro God, how you improve your talents ; be not diſcouraged at 
the untowardneſſe of ſuch as have given way tothe enemy , and 
are drove afide by his ſubtilry and violence, for they do moſt need 
help thar are the leaſt ſenſible of ic, and do preſumptuouſly kick 
againſt the admonicions and exhortations of faithful friendg and 
brerhren, being hardened in themſelves, that they feel not Gods 
witneſſe, wherein perſiſting, they are not only beguiled of their re- 
ward, but loſe all tenderneſſe co the truth, and are covered with 
thick darknefſe, and drowned in defiruRion- and ; perdition» 
Therefore as ſoon as ye ate ſenſible hat the enemy. hath got ad- 
vantage of any particular, be ready to give and receive warnin 
and exhortation to and from one another , leſt any be hardene 
through the deceitfulneſle of fin, 


Aud dear friends, in the name of the Loxd Jefus Chriſt, dili- 
oently meer rogether, and ſuffer not your ſelves to be drawn out 
from a watchful waiting Rate, leſt ye ſlymberipg do trifle away your 
precious time,and grow weak,and the enemy enter at unzwareg,for 
chey that waic on God ſhall renew their ſtrength, and che watch» 
ful eye (hall ſee his Saviour and deliverer near to the; refreſhi 
of his ſoul, which ſhall be cloathed with righteouſneſſe , [and filler 
with the glory and vercue of an-iftamorcal life, whileft the ſoul of 
the fluggard is cloathed with rags, and ſuch-as bg-careleſle, in- 
rangled with many hurtful luſts, wherefore dear-and render plants, 

J 
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I ſay again,be watchfull and obedient to God in things that are 
cleare and manifeſt , ſo will hidden things be revealed, and ye 
rought to avoide every thing that rends to t doubrs, diſpur- 
ing or Contenhon about perſons or things which are below that 
divine life, whereby you are enlightened, and co waire for the 
larrer-raine, where ye have received the former raine, ſo ſhall ye 
take deepe root in a-fruitfull ground, and be no more ſubje& ro 
roſiing, whileſt your hearrs are render inthe Lighr, ſound Judge- 
ment (hall (hur out deceir & falſe ſpirics,and keep you render and 
open to the inſtruction cf life, both in your ſelves, and in whom- 
foever it ſhall breath forch Exhorration or do&tine, that ye may 
be edified or buile upon that foundation which is ſure, whereby 
ye may be ſtcengthened againſt every appearance of evill, and 
ſtand pure in a righreous, holy, blameleſle life, which —_— 
all gaineſayers, and be co the praiſe and glory of God, who hath 
called you out of darkaneſs, into his marvellous lighr,wherein 
that ye may abide for ever, is the earneſt defire of your brother 
and Companion in tribnlation,who under his owne hand hath ſenc 
you this Salutation; from $Sng priſon this 19th. day of che 
9th, Moneth 1664. | 


Fobn Whitehead, 
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This is a Salutation, or a Token of the Lords Love to 
all the Sufferers,who are Priſoners inNewgate,and 
in the other Priſons aboxt London and Hertford, 


axto you this ir giuen farth by the flowings of life 
#0 you wards. 


Oft dar and Well-beloved of the Lord, who have cho- 

ſen the art, even che ſeed that is elefted for ever, 

tn which Gods ble as the dew from heaven, you have 
falc, by which your hearts are deeply engaged unto bim, and 
ye cannot but follow kim whitherſoever he is pleaſed co lead 
you; and methinks I hear the cry of the beloved ſeed, which 
ſayes, Thy will be dave tn earth, Oh ye dear and choice ones 
of my Father ! I daily remember you, and when my. heart is 
fixed on my God, andmy life drawn by his eternal Spiric to 
make fapplication unto him, 'then Many a time are ye ſpread 
before me, and as Gods innocent hoft are ye brought into my 
mind =o _ pm for me - draw Jt as _ 
wichal, then doth my ful cry mightily unto Jehovah, ſay. 
mg, Cord Oo Bone are the Wo Sons of S$iov, ab 
are comparable unto fine gold, now in this day eſteemed of, 
and by men az earthen pitchers, the workmanſhip of Porters ; 
bow long, how long, (hall ic be ſo, O Lord ? Shall che wick- 
ed wear out the righteous, and theupright be alwayes their 
prey ? Shall $9; Daughters for eyer mourn under che op- 
preſhive yoeke of Babylon? o,an Biba » I will but 
ery them as well refined gold, that they may be made bright as 
the Sun at noon day, for I will go before them, and my go- 
ings are prepared as the morning, yet will I ſuffer them to 
be winnowed, ard Ile give the power of darknefſe power 
@verithem for a time, yec I will (er a hedge about them as 1 
did my ſervant Jeb; and this will I ſuffer to come to paſſe 
for the ſevering the Sheep from the Gcats, the Gold from the 
Tin; the Pollelſors from the Profeſſors, and in this my wok 
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I will give the righteous ones 9, greaely to erjoyoe, and in 
| r 
their greareſt tryals ro bleiſe' my Name, which bach and ſhall 
for ever be a firong Tower umo them j and 1 who am the in- 
vilible Jehovah, their mighty. and beloved God, I will never 
leave them, for my children chey ſhalt be, and «heir children 
ſhall rejoyce, and rhelr childrens chilldren (hall be exceeding 
ghd that God is honoured in his aud'ſhall blefle, bo- 
nour, arid praife' che Name- of rhe Go& of their faiherr, avd 
ſhell lexm 'to KHow that which is a Jew tothatr mothers, and 
now ſhall the oppreſſed 'for my Name und Truch fake, teato 
the language of Canaan, and the lovely melodious ſongs of 
Sion, and the voice of mourning among my choſen hull nos 
be: heard, nor; Lamentation' anobg my tender planrs, for I 
will water them every momem,and my dew from fieaven hall 
fallon'therm, and 1 will cauſe thetn «0 grow in « Winter ſea- 
ſon, and I will build them _—_— bliſh then in my 
g2ce, which (ball be ſuficienc far them in « croublous time, 
arid this will 1 do for my Nate ſoles; aud 12) that are eender 
of my truth,” «9d in that diwdlh; and purs their eruſt inme, 
they ſhall never be confounded; 'for-t will give chem the hears 
of a valiant man, and they ſhall got be as « faimiog woman 
in the time cf her Travel, but with a ſpirit of Courage and 
Valour will Iillihem, uy Terr for the Darrel, and I 
will make theny more then ry," aod their and my 
enemies ſhell fee that in weakenelſe 1"carr orduhy Rrengel, and 
can cauſe praiſes tobreakfotthy our of the tearts-of the long 
mourners, even as the breakivg forth of che Sea, becauſe my 

'tave'lint#no helperio theearth, bug bave ſatd, Thee, 
O Lord, bave we vvaited for in the feith egd patienovof Jeſus 
thy Will co know, thy Counſel to receive; . Olr thiſsſhall be 
as Gems and Diadems in my hand, and I will never leave them 
nor forſake thera faith the Lord of Hoftsz for I will be a fa- 
ther unto chem, who without me are fatherlefſe, and a foun- 
tain open to all the thirfty ones, and I will lead them by the 
hand, and uphold them by my power, and they {ball drink 
of the brook by the way, of the vrater rgoned for Judah 
and Jer»ſalem, by which fin and ancleannefle ſhall be threughe 


ly vaſhed away, and my ſpotlefſe — (hall be wy delights 
p or 
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for I will dwell amongſt them, and as | have raiſed them up as 
an heavenly hoſt, ſo will i lead them cotheir Jcurneys end, 
for the honoucing of my Name, and to the comfor: of their 
ſouls, and none (hall repent in hat they followed me, for 
double into their boſomes will I recurne, and of my heavenly 
riches, vvill { abundanily give chem, in the fence of which 
they ſhall in the demonſracion of my ipicic, offer the ſacrifice 
of praiſes unta me, and their Priſon cryes I will regard, and 
though men caſt chem our as a loathſome thing, yer chem will 
T ceceive: And when [heard this, my ſoul rejoyced and (aid 
Tichin me, #orthy, worthy art thow to Reign, O Lird God and the 
Lamb for ever, Theſe things 1 was prefſed in my ſpiric to de- 
clare uno you who are ſufferers in the places aforeſaid,or elſe- 
where, chat you may have ficong Conſolation, that you may 
be frequent and fervent in ſpiric, for be who is the light of life 
is come, and we look not for another, Do an 
underftanding of him that is erue, and hath ſignified unto us 
that we arein him thag is trug,even in him that the Father bath 
ſent, in whom he hath pleaſed all falnifſe ſhould dwell,and we 
have recelv«d of his fulnefſegrace for grace, Thus with my love 
remembred to you all, I rake my leave of you, 


From Viſiting onr F atbers F lock in the Your Brocher in Triby- 
South part of the County of Kent, lation, Faith and Pa- 
among whons 1 bave brew ſweetly -tience of Jeſus. Fare- 
refreſhed fince I left you, and now welle:1;- 
imend towards the Eaft pert, if | 
God will, Thus nuch at preſent Thomas Greene. 
from Tenterden, the 24 of the 
She Moneih, 1664+: vil 


John 


nmr ere 


—— ———— 


— —> ——— 


C11) 


_— CC — — 
— —— — 


”_— 


John Whitehead, 4 ſuffering Servant of the Lord, une 
to the ſheep of his paſture, wiſheth ſtability in grace, 
increaſe of faith, with all ſpiritual comforts and 
bleſſings needful for your ſtrengthening and preſerua- 
tion in the path of life, unto the end of the race ſet 
before you, that you may obtain that which your ſouls 
long after, and not be beguiled of the recompence of 
Reward prepared for you that endure faithful unto 
the end of Time. 


A® I was waiting on God, to fulfill bis will, I felt the love 
of God ſpriuging in me unto all ſouls, and in ſpitic 
beholding cheir bondage to corruption, as alſo in the lighs 
plainly ſceing the manifold cryals that do attend the cam 
of the Saints, and the beloved City which they that dwell 
upon the earth, with the inſtruments of cruelty, are compaſſi 
> -y thinking to wear out the Saints. of the moſt bigh, _ 
ſcatter the power of the holy people, who have been made 
inſtruments to ggprove their ungodly deeds ; I (ay, having be- 
held theſe things, and felt Gods yearning bowels to his crea« 
tures, and his everlaſting lore to the houſe of Jacob, 1 have 
therein laboured ſince I ſaw you face to face, with good ſuc- 
cefſe, to ſtrengthen the plants of Gods vineyard, that they 
may live and =_ in that ground, where they hve felt 
the root of lite to nouriſh, and the dew of heaven torefreſh, 
and received divers teſtimonies of Gods power in delivering, 
and of his love in preſerving chem, that thereby they mighs 
be encouraged to hold faſt their confidence, and perſevere un- 
ill the righteouſnefſe of God be revealed, to render tribulati- 
on co them that trouble us, and to you that are troubled Reft 
with us in the day that the Lord Jeſus ſhall cake vengeance in 
flames of fire, on them that know not God, and arediſobe-» 
dienc to his glorious Goſpel, which I have alſo laboured to 
preach 


(12 
preach unto ther that dwell o. the earth, teflifying, that 
the common ſalvation of every ſoul is the light which (hineth 
in the hearr,1nd ſhews the corruptions therein, that have im- 
bondag'd the ſoal,that the light mey-give unto it theknowledp 
of the glorious God, and lead it into. the polkilion of the rrea- 
ſure in cheearthen vellel, which ſo many are ſeeking withour,to 
find, And further, I have io the light manifcited che con- 
fuſton of Babels builders, and-ſhewed the nakedneffe of the 
Whore in her ſecond drefſr, and-reproved the abominarions 
ol the times, whereby Satan felr his kirgdome weakened, and 
bath Rirred up wrath again me, and by his inftruments hath 
caſt me into priſon in the Cofile of Linco/ve, where I am now 
ſhut up for the teſtimony of Jeſus, and. becauſe I love his 
lambs, and have laboured co inform ſtrangers into che right 
way- | 
And now, dear friends, what can I do more to ftabliſh and 
confirm you in the faith, than patiently to ſuffer for the Lord 
and your ſakes, untill he break their bonds afunder > Be afſys 
red, that. I am not ſtraitned in ſpirit towards ycu, neicher 1s 
the word of God bound, bur therein do I breath unto the God 
of all power, that your faith may not fail, but be diily en« 
creaſed, and in the vertue of the word, my ſoul ſaith anto 
my heavenly Father, who is the haszbandman, and walkerh 
in his Vineyard, Water thy plants every moaſſtne, and cauſe 
chem to grow in thy vertue, for without inftrament rhou 
canft perform thy work, therefore ler the light of thy coun- 
renance (hine upon them, that they may behold thy prefence 
in theic affembliee, in their watchings let them'feel thee near 
eo deliver our of temptation, and in their waiting upon chee 
tet thy vifications renew their ſtrength, that chey may walk 
together in thy love, and cruft perfeRly in thy name: O 
Lord, poure forth of thy Spirit both on ſons and Daughters; 
that In the le:dinge of it they may ſerve and worſhip thee, 
, and bea refreſhing and comfort one to another, Let thy glo- 
rivus = be revealed in us, and ſtretch out thy hand for 
our help, for thou alone doft know our innocency, and haft 
pittied as in our afliftion ; Therefore we hope in thy mercy, 
and commit our ſelves to thee, for in the day of thy power 
7 we 
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we were made willing to flay > chee, and are gathered in 
thy name for refuge. 

And now, O righteous Father, not only we whom thou 
baſt recovered out of the Apoſtacy, that have received the firfh 
fruits of thy Spirit, but che Creation which thun baft made 
groans to bedelivered from the oppretſion of Violence and 
bendage to corruption, Therefore lec thy bowels yerne to- 
wards thy ſuffering ſe:d, and thy mercy reach over all thy 
works, and in thy righteouſnefſe cut ſhort the dayes of Jo- 
cobs trouble, and reſtore all things by ihy power, that all 
tbige enemies may dread thy name, and ſee that thoa knoweſt 
how to deliver them thas pur their truſt in thee, that they 
alſo may bow to thy Scepter, and thy kingdome come over 
all, for unto thee alone, wich thy Word and Spirit, belongs 
ha pu Majeſty, Worſhip, Domigion and Reverence, for ever 
and ever. | 

Thus having poured ont my ſapplicatios unto the Lord, 
who himſelf loveth you, in diſcharge of my ny to him, as 
alſo to you, ( unto whom I owe my whole life ) 1 do: exhors 
you all to wait upon the Lord in the meaſore of light which 
he bath given you, and look not out at things which are 
ſeen; lell your faith fail, neither- be diſcouraged, becauſe 
you are. ſenſible of your own weaknefſe, for you are Gods in- 
ſiruments, by whom be will confoundthe trongand mighty, 
therefore be not diſmayed at the enemies rage, whether in- 
ward or outward, for though be fiſt you as wheat, yet noe 
onecorn ſhall be loſt, and chough be tread, over, and cruſh 
ſome of your tender plants wi his feet,. yer ſhall the life of 
your root cauſe ſuch again to ſpring up» Thetefoie let. nec 
your hearts betroubled, nor fear thoſe ſufferings os hardihips 
that the en:my ſecs before you, co cauſe you to fumble, or 
turn aſide out of the right way z but look up unto the God 
of all mercy, by whom you do enjoy all things that you have 
both pertaining co this life, and that which is to com# y who 
hath deljvered you out of the jaws of the devourer unto this 
day, and doth nocintend your deſt:uftion, though he ſuffer 
you to paſſe through many great tribulations, for the trial of 


\ yourfaith, and exerciſe of your patience, that all of you md 
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be fully made manifeſt, and tuch approved as do love God 
more than all things under the Sun, and with their hearts do 
perfe@ly cruſt in him, and ſeek nor ont any invention to fave 
themſelves, which may grieve bis ſpirit, bur delight in his 
love, to do his will, and do patiently waic to inheric the pro- 
miſe, in theday of their diftre(s,, flying unto his name alone 
for refuge and proteion; I ſay, luch ſhall never be put co 
confuſion, nor rooted up, buc grow and be nouriſhed, as 
the Lillies in the valley, and in bringing forth fruic be bleſſed 
for ever, 

Buc they that with their hearts depart from the living God, 
and bow down to an image invented by man, and «ruſt in 
the arm of fleſh, thinking by a corrupt compliance with the 
world, and their own care, wiſdome, and prudence, to ſave 
themſelves, ſhall certainly find deftrution in their goings. 
Therefore let ſuch conſider, whether they bave an arm like 
the higheſt, or can deliver themſelves from the ſword in the 
day of bactel, 'or from death in che time of plague, or from 
bunger in che time of famine; or whether they can deliver 
their corn from blaſting and mildew, or the fruics of the 
ground from the Palmer worm and Caterpiller ; and who can 
deliver their cattel from the bail ſtones, ſhafts of lightning, 
murrain, conſuming rot, and other inftruments of deftrution 
which are at Gods appointment? and who can deliver their 
houſes and fields, their bazskets and lore from Gods curſe, if 
rebelliouſly or treacherouſlythey depart from him ? or think- 
et thou, O vain man, thereby co make thy off-ſpring bleſſed, 
or layup treaſure for thy ch ? ſhall it 00g be a ſoare unto 
them, untill the moth conſume it? Wherefore, I (ay, moſt 
blefſed is the man whoſe help is in che of the Lord, and 
thac purs his confidence in God, who cafteth down, and rak- 
ſeth up, killeth, and maketh alive, as pleaſeth him, on whom 
all creatures do wait, and be gives nouriſhment to every thing 
that hath life, whether Vegetable or Animal, O then fear not 
little flock, but caft your care upon him, and walk before bim 
with a perfe& heart, and love him above all things, in every 
thing watching that your conſciences may be kept void of 
offence, end no:bing ſpoken nor ated agaiokt the light - _ 
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Lord Jeſus Chrif, fo in him you (hall buve peace, though 
he lor you have erouble, yer (hall your latcer end be bleſe 
fed, and your off- ſpring inherit your . 

And dear friends, theer often together in the name of the 
Lord, as he requireth, nocwichſtanding the contradiftion of 
Sinners, 4nd the Laws of mortal meta, fo ſhall you feel the pure 
preſence of God in the midft of you, and in the day of adverſity 
he will be your hiding place, and nor leave you deftitute of 
help in time of : fliftiun, therefore diligently wait on God In 
-=! 0h meetings, that = all may inheric the promiſe of the 
Fartter, which the world catioot receive, even the holy Spirir, 
chat in it you may worſhip God, and exhore, comfort,and pray 
for one another, and for your enemies, not quenching che 
ſpirit, and beware of bringing forth any thing, or running 
—_— thing, bur as you ate led with the ſpirit and power of 

rd, 

And if any have erred fron cthetruth, lee them return, and 
pitiently wait on God for mercy and who pitties 
the wandrings of ifs (heep, and in dear compallion ſeeks after 
that Which is f6R, though ninecy and nine be left alone In the 
wilderneffe, Therefore, as he is merciful, dear children, be ye 
merciful, and ready to torgive one another, and your enemies, 
as God for Chriffs ſake hath forgiven you; and have perfe& 
peace and love am your felvez, and in no wiſe jarr one 
with another, left ye be guilty of weakening one another, and 
fo drive the balt out of che way, bur in all lowlineſſe of mind, 
and rendernefſe of heart, condeſcend one to another In the 
truth, that you may riot grieve one another, and judge that eye 
which is more apt to' look at anothers weakneſs than thy 
own, and chat mind which hath a detighc to ſpread it abroad, 
for iris in tran; n of the Royal Law, left thou be judg- 
ed of God, and che meaſure which chou baſt given co others 
be me«fured cochee again, 

And you 'whom the Lord doth anolnt with the oyl of glad- 
neſs, take heed of exalring above your fellows, ( which is the 
headsplace) and beware of doing apy thing whereby they 
char ace in heayfneſ# wich , ( which yer travails to 
bring forth ) and'dydl'in b& houſe of mourning, may be 
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grieved, for God accepteth Cas _ "DOT {er your melody 
unco the Lord, who lecth in ſecret, be chiefly io heart, and 
ſtoop low, that you may mourn with them that mourn, and if 
need be, enter into heavineſs with them that are in heavineſs, 
ſo in the purelove and ſympathy one with another, you may 
edifie one another, and be comforted of God together, 
growing unto a habication of his delight, who by his Spiric 
hath ſignified how pleaſant it is for brechren ro dwell coge- 
ther in unicy. 

And dear Lambs, none of you be diſcouraged becauſe of my 
bonds, but in a pure Conſcience hold faft the myftery of fairh 
without wavering, for though the Devil ſhould caft many of 
Gods ſewant intopriſon, yet che victory is ſureto the Lambs 
followers, who through bis precious blood, and the word of 
their ceſtimony, ſhall come through the tribulation of theſe 
dayes, which (ball bave an end, when it is manifeſt, that we 
as naturally ſerve God as. Job did, -and not for any ſelf end, 
but are as willing to be ſtript of all, and embrace «ffliftion for 
his names ſake, as to be compaſſed about with bleflings. And 
io the mean time, the ſuffering of Godslambs, whether imprie 
ſonmentr, {poiling of their goods, or,baniſhment, are nos 0n- 
ly for the purifying, and making chem white, but alſo for a 
erya), and to leave all without excuſe, that make mention of 
the name of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, whom he will judge in righ- 
ceouſnels, according to their works, in zhe day of ſeperation, 
when the ſheep ſhall ſtand on; the right hand, and the goats on 
the lefe, Then to them on big right band, who have been as 
ſheep given up to the ſlaughter, he will ſay, Come ye bleſſed of 
wy F ather, inberi t1be King dome prepared for you from the fonnda- 
tion of the world; for 1 was naked, and je cloathed me, I was 4a 
ſtranger, and ye took me in, hungry, and ye fed me, thirſty, and 
gave we drink , ſick, and in priſon, and ye miniſtred uno me ; {ls 
m as much as ye did it to one of thoſe that belicve in me, ye didit 
wato me, But to them on his left hand, the Lord will ſay, Go 
Je curſed, into everlaſting fire, prepared for the Devil and his An- 
gels ; for I was naked, and ye cloathed me not, a ſtranger, and ye 
rook me not in, hungry, and ye ſed me not, thirſty, and ye gave me na 
drink, ſich and in priſon, and yeSifted me not, But in as much 
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| (17) | 
a4 their eyes are without, and hey will not ſee him affliQerl 
in his people, they will ſay, #hen ſaw we thee nakgd, or a ftran- 
ger, or hungry, or thirſty, 6 Jn er in priſon, and did not miniſter 
rd and ing lay, in as much as ye 
did it not unto the leaſt of theſe that believe in me, ye did it not unto 
me : And the Righteous ſhall enter into everlaſting life, but the 


Wicked into everlaſting puniſhment, 


O Then rejoyce ye ſuffering Lambr, 
Becauſe the day draws near 
Wherein God will break all Satans bender, 
And the your innecency clear. 
That ali the earth may know 
You ave his paſture ſheep, 
Whom be doth feed in vallyes low, 
Where runs lifes fountains deep : 
That ye therein may waſhed be 
whiter thm Snow in Salmon, 
In beanty to exceed the fair Lily, 
When com'd through the great tribulation : 
Wherein your ſaith and patience, 
Toxr zzal, your love, and conſtancy 
To the Lord God omnipotenmt, 
Hee'l fully prove and try, 
T ben in the power ye ſhall ſtavd, 
On Sins boly Mountain, 
With Pſalmes in each right hand 
And praiſer ſpringing fromthe fountain 
Of endleſs life, in vitory er 
Wherewith God will you crown 
Over th' Earth, Whore, avd Dragons power ſo rampant, 
To reign in high renown, 
Therefore in patience, faith, and hope, 
Wait Godt will to fulfill, 
And in his love your ſouls repoſe | 
Till valley: riſe abave the his, 


Then you that with mms Jocqwen wronged are; 
And for pare Conſcience ſaky ojpreſſed,. F 
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in re gheconſneſs be redreſſed. 
In. Z of all ny 
at their will and pleaſwre 
By unjuſt decrees have you expos'd 
£5 ſufferings s Fithout meaſure. 
13 ho then ſhall underſtand, and too late repent 
The —_ of pats! life, 
Being conftr ain'd bteour puniſhment, 
T5 feet they bave a emp grief; | | 
By kicking 'gainit the pricks onthe. - X 
In their own Conſciences, 
Whilſt they devii'd new tricks 
To add affliftion to the Innocents ; es 
#bo do on God depend, 
Ther rightcows cauſe to judge, 
And cannot ſeek revenge 
On them who life _ grudge. 
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The firſt Copy of this was writ in the Caftle of td 
22d. day of the 9th- Moneth, 1661, , 


Let it be carefully copied over, and: ſent to be read in the 
meetings of friends, amongt whom [ kave laboured while it , 
was day, having peace ( in this hour of the worlds darkneſs) , 
ONES 3 008 Th 7 he Gente, and friends that be 


THE END. 


